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Quick Action Indicated 
In Kennedy Book Suit 


NEW YORK (AP) - A Man- 
hattan judge indicated today a 
speedy decision on Mrs. John F. 
Kennedy’s suit to block publica- 
tion of author William Manches- 
ter’s book about the assassina- 
tion of the president. 

Supreme Court Justice Saul S. 
Streit, ranking Manhattan 
justice, ordered Manchester and 
two publishers to appear before 
him /dec^ 27Jfco show cause why 
an injunction against the book, 
“Death of a President,” should 
not be granted. 

Streit said he would “decide 
the matter shortly” after the 
hearing. 

A 10-Page Affidavit 

Mrs. Kennedy submitted a 10- 
page affidavit to the court | 
yesterday in her petition to 
forbid publication of the book. 
She said in her complaint that I 
publication would cause her 
“great and irreparable injury” 
and “result in precisely the 
sensationalism and commerci- 
alism which we — Robert F. 
Kennedy and I — have sought so I 
strenuously to avoid.” 


Kennedy declined twice yester-j 
day to discuss the book or the 
court action with reporters. 

The publishers are: 

Cowles Communications, Inc., 
publisher of Look magazine, 
which is reported to have paid 
$665,000 for the right to serialize 
portions of the book starting in 
the Jan. 10 issue. Look has 
planned a four-part series of 
1 000 words. 

Harper & Row, Publishers,] 
Inc., which plans to bring out 
the full, 300,000-word hard-cover 
| book in April. 

In his affidavit. Sen. Kennedy 
indicated the family does not 
seek to block publication of the 
book permanently. 

He said: “It has always been 
liny intention, as well as plain- 
tiff’s (Mrs. Kennedy), that the 
Tacts concerning the death of 
the late President Kennedy 
should be published and avail- 
able for all to read. 

“We retained the contractual 
Iright to approve the manuscript 


Sen: Robert F. Kennedy, D-|only in order to assure the 
N.Y., the late president’s broth- Accuracy and good taste of the 

er, submitted a supporting five- ‘ ' 

page affidavit. 

Neither the senator nor Mrs. 

Kennedy appeared in court. Sen. 


“Certainly we did not render. 
io much help and assistance to 
||Manchester merely to have the 


manuscript written and with- 
held without ever seeing the 
light of day.” 

No Look Substitute Planned 

A spokesman for Look said I 
that if Mrs. Kennedy is upheld, 
a substitute Jan. 10 issue would | 
not be published. He said there 
was not enough time to prepare 
another issue. 

; Another spokesman for the 
j publisher said there was every 
indication the issue due out Jan. 
10 would be skipped if Mrs. 
Kennedy is upheld and appeals 
fail. Parts of the magazine have 
already been printed. The rev- 
enue loss would amount to more 
than $3 million, he said. 

Also involved are plans for 
publication of the work abroad 
in book and serial form. Mrs. 
Kennedy said she understood 
that Manchester had granted 
Michael Joseph, Ltd., of London 
the right to publish the book in 


England. 

In a related development, Dell 
Books offered $1 million yester- 
day to Harper & Row for the 
book’s paperback rights. Donald 
Fine, editor-in-chief of Dell 
Books, said he believed this was 
the largest offer ever made for 
paperback rights. 

In , her court petition, Mrs. 
Kennedy said, “The threatened 
publication S in total disregard 
of my rights and, if it goes 
forward, wjll utterly destroy 
them.” 

One of the most important 
issues centered around whether 
Manchester and the publishers 
See BOOK, Page A-3 
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Continued From Page A-l {understood that publication w ill 
had permission from the Kenne- -ake. place promptly alter jjp y. 
n dys to publish ^L.. Isbh. ul'ildiis mere is some 

r In the affidavit supporting her for either to 

:s petition, Mrs; Kennedy said that „ 1 H lhold hls agreement there ' 
g in return for her help in prepar- D , . . 

. ing his manuscript, Manchester SmTnnt^Tihir Sa f tl ? at 
>- agreed not to nnh ish until ho . en - Kennedy told Manchester 

d Eld* ‘‘my P expSs “consent ^Uets^o? £ 

^ uuix. book.” 

She said she had not given her Manchester assured the 
of c °F se3t ; publishers of Look in a written - 

In his supporting affadivit, agreement last August that the 
11 Sen. Kennedy said that he had Kennedy family had approved 
ng » not c ^ eare d the manuscript. publication, 

ire ' T, he senator said: “I categori- In his affidavit, Sen. Kennedy 
ve cally state that at no time did I said the telegram cited by 
)n ever give my approval or con- Harper & Row “makes no state- 
’ sent to the test of the manu- ment approving either text or 
script to any publication thereof, time, or mode of publication.” 
i or to any time of publication.” Sen. Kennedy said in his 

,, Mrs. Kennedy gave Manches- affidavit that the telegram had 
, ter two lengthy interviews— been sent at the “urging of 
, * about 10 hours of tape rec- defendants Manchester and 
; ordings. Friends of the late Harper.” 
s " President’s wife say she made He said: 

t no attempt at self-censorship in | “I was told by Harper’s 

13 the interviews and that she had representatives that Manchester 
revealed her deepest thoughts, (was becoming ill from an obses- 
33 Three clauses in an 11-point sion with the thought that the 
j" memorandum signed by Manch- [book might never be published.” 
n ester and Sen. Kennedy March Sen. Kennedy said that on 

26,1964, are involved in the issue July '29, the day after he sent the 
Jn as to whether the defendants telegram, he spoke with Man- 
, had permission from the Kenne- Chester and that he had been 
10 dys to publish. The memoran- “specifically and emphatically 
dum was one of five documents assured” that the original 
filed in court by attorneys for contract would be followed 
1 3 Mrs. Kennedy. scrupulously. . 

The three clauses read: I n a second telegram to 

“The completed manuscript Harper & Row Aug. 5, - the 
F 3 shall be reviewed by Mrs.' John senator, said, he noted that (he 
F. Kennedy and Robert F Publishers must obtain his and 
Kennedy, and the final text shali p s - Kennedy’s permission 
=e not be published unless and until before producing the book 'and 
at approved by them.” “that has not yet been given.” 

ft “No motion picture or TV Mrs - Kennedy’s court petition 
:y adaptation shall ever be made f ave no clues to what Portions of 
m based on the book. Other rights har interviews with Man- 
id mav be disno ^ ^ ^ w;n^ Chester that she objected ‘to 
h- tot fh flip a p p™ TT °j q£ seeing incorporated in the book, 

id Mrs, jonn F. Kenne dy fjnj? - 
Je R obert n , ^enneay , tnouglHns 
ay not the intention To prevent the 
sale of serial option rights to a 
to Responsible publisher.” V 

ir I “The book may not be pub- s 
e, Eished before Nov. 22, 1968, five k 
iyiyears after the assassination, d 
dsfciless Mrs Kennedy designa tes s 
ft I a prior date , and shall be pub- s 
djilsnect at such date thereafter as £ 
it! shall be mutually agreeable to i 
I the contracting parties. It is 1 1 


